CHRISTMAS:  GOD’S GREAT MISSIONARY ENTERPRISE!

We often fail to recognize how missionary-minded God is!  We are then failing to think about ‘Christmas’ properly and biblically!

I.  
GOD’S ETERNAL MISSIONARY PLAN!
  
A.  
From all eternity God planned to create a world of rational creatures called mankind, from which He planned (again from all eternity) to save some of them by grace for eternal glory in Christ!

    

1.  
Revelation 4-5

   

2.  
Revelation 4:11 and 5:9-10, 12-14

    

3.  
Revelation 5:9-13

    

4.  
Romans 9:22-23; II Thessalonians 1:7-12; Proverbs 16:4

    

5.  
Revelation 13:8; John 6:36-40; 17:2, 9, 11, 24

    

6.  
John 3:16

  
B.  
From all eternity God has planned then for the establishment of His church, the body of His Son, the assembly of mankind for whom the Son came and for whom the Son died, those who would most certainly be saved by the Son’s coming, death and resurrection.

    

1.  
The church is not an afterthought or parenthesis!

    

2.  
The church is not optional as far as the gospel, evangelism or  missions!

    
3.  Evangelism exists to establish the church; the church does not exist per se to be a base for evangelism!

  THIS IS WHY “CHRISTMAS” TOOK PLACE!    Ephesians 5:25-27 and 3:20-21

APPLICATION:  Does ‘Christmas’ make us more missionary and evangelistically minded?
II.  
THE FAILURE OF OLD TESTAMENT ISRAEL TO BE MISSIONARIES!
III.  
THE VICTORY OF CHRIST AS GOD’S MISSIONARY TO THE SALVATION OF THE ELECT!
IV.  
THE PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH AS CHRIST’S MISSIONARY ASSISTANT IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CHURCHES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD!  (the church as ‘priests’)

  A. 
Mission:

  B.  Motive:

  C.  
Method:

  D.  
Mastery












