AN ORDER FOR THE RECEPTION OF MEMBERS 

INTO THE CHURCH

THE ROLL CALL OF CANDIDATES

THE CONFESSION OF FAITH

1. Do you believe the Bible, consisting of the Old and New Testaments, to be the Word of God, and its doctrine of salvation to be the perfect and only true doctrine of salvation?

2. Do you confess that because of your sinfulness you abhor and humble yourself before God, and that you trust for salvation not in yourself but in the Lord Jesus Christ alone?

3. Do you acknowledge Jesus Christ as your sovereign Lord and do you promise, in reliance on the grace of God, to serve Him with all that is in you, to forsake the world, to mortify your sinful nature, and to lead a godly life?

4. Do you agree to submit in the Lord to the government of this Church and, in case you should be found delinquent in doctrine or life, to heed its discipline?

THE COVENANT OF WORSHIP AND SERVICE

In the presence of God and these witnesses, do you give yourself unreservedly to His service and take this to be your Church?  Ever mindful of the welfare of your fellow members, do you promise to walk with them in faithfulness and Christian love?  And do you promise that, so far as able, you will attend the services of this Church, observe its sacraments, share in its work, support and benevolences, and endeavor to make it a fruitful body of Christians?

WELCOME TO THE CHURCH  (The members of the First Congregational Church of Merrimack will stand and say with the minister)

We then as members of this Church, gladly welcome you to a part with us in the hopes, the labors, and the joys of the Church of Christ.  We promise to walk with you in Christian love and sympathy, and to promote, as far as in us lies, your growth in the Christian life.

THE RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP

DECLARATION TO THE MEMBERS (to be extended by the minister)

Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

(Ephesians 2:19-22 NKJV)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
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